CHAPTER XI

THE PRIOR OF CRATO
URING Elizabeth's dalliance with
her Frog Prince, as she called him,
Francis of Alencon, Don Henrico,
the King of Portugal, had died, and
Philip of Spain proceeded to annex
that ancient realm. The Duke of
Alva marched down the valley of
the Douro to Oporto and a single
engagement sufficed to place the entire Iberian Penin-
sula, the Portuguese East Indies, and the Azores, with
all the vast carrying trade which the Portuguese had
built up, at the disposal of His Catholic Majesty,
But so serious a shifting of the balance of power was
not to be accepted by either England or France* A let-
ter from an Italian business man to the great house of
Fugger at Cologne, dated from London, March 5,
1580, is worth reading in this connection:
A ship from Lisbon [he writes], which put in
here in February, reports that the Old King is
really dead and that the King of Spain is spoken
of as his successor, though he has not yet been
proclaimed. The Portuguese Ambassador Is still
at this Court, and it is not thought that the King
of Spain will be so readily accepted. He will meet
with resistance and fears the strength of the
fortresses in Portugal, Africa, Barbary and at Cali-
cut in Portuguese India* The Viceroy and the
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